
Despite it’s glamorous looks this radiogram from 

the 60’s is not that hard to make.  I kid you not! 
Material and cutting list: All out of MDF but 

could easily be balsa wood.  PVA quick drying 

glue. Gold paint.  

Sides x 2     3.2 cm x 4 cm deep. (Glue against 

base) 

Back         2.8 cm x 11 cm  (Glue against base) 

Front         2.8 cm x 11 cm (Glue on top of 

base) 

Base         3.8 cm x 11 cm 

Lid               Start with a piece 3.6cm x  11.5cm* 

 

* Cut out piece with tabs intact on either side. 

The tabs are 3 mm x 3mm. 

Front grills    12 pieces  2mm x 1mm  x 2.8cm 

long 

Radiogram inner— Use foam board.   4 cm x 2.8 

cm and 3 cm deep   

Record player base board 3 cm x 2.8 cm and 2 

cm deep.  

Assembly:    First drill a hole 3mm in diameter  

on sides as shown.  This takes the tab on either 

side of the top. Keep the outer edge 1.5mm from 

edges and center 5 mm from the back.  As it is 

MDF is can tear so be careful with the drilling.  

1. Glue the back bottom edge against the 

base. 

2. When gluing the sides against the base 

and ends of back, fit the lid tab into one 

side first as you glue this side in place. 

Then fit the other tab in the other side 

before gluing it into place. Don’t forget this 

step or things get sticky.  

3. Glue the front into position, against the 

sides but 1 mm back from the front edge.  

4. Give everything one coat of your paint of 

choice. This one was black. On the front 

measure off 3 cm on either side and paint 

this section gold.  Paint the middle the 

main colour.  

5. To make the record player assemble it on 

the piece of foam board, as on next page.  

6. Make the radiogram at this stage as well. 

7. Cut 3  foam board pieces the same size as 

your record player (3 x 2.8cm)  and 4 

pieces of foam board the same size as 

your radiogram piece (4cm x 2.8cm)  
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 For the record player you will 

need: 

A Wooden wheel or button 2.5  

A piece of MDF 2.5cm long 

and 3mm wide. Shape it 

slightly to curve one way. 

Drill a very small hole in 

each end; glue in a small 

pin to pivot it off, and on 

the other end glue in a 

small pin and snip it short 

to act as a needle.  

Cut another piece of MDF 

2.5 cm long and 4mm 

wide.  This is the strip the 

arm will pivot from. 

Glue some beads onto it as 

well for dials.  

Paste on a record.  These 

are best downloaded from 

a google search and 

resized to 2.2 cm across. 

For the radiogram part: 

Photocopy image below.  

Cut a piece of clear cellophane as 

wide but with 20 mm clearance on 

top and bottom.  

Black insulation tape cut into 

narrow strips will look good on top 

and bottom. 

A silver strip from the stash also 

sets it off.  All optional.   

Assemble all this on top of the 

foam board shape.  

 

8 Glue the grill pieces to the front sides spacing  

2 mm apart. Complete the painting of your 

radiogram before installing the innards. Finish 

with a high gloss spray.   

9 Cut two leg assemblies out of MDF as below: 

10 This was 5 mm thick MDF. Draw up or 

photocopy the pattern and paste onto the 

wood. Cut out with a scroll saw.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 Sand and paint the legs 

the main colour.  Finish 

with a high gloss spray.  

12 You may like to install the innards at this time. 

Put some glue on the bottom of one record 

stack piece, see Instruction 7, and build up 

the height for the record player. The record 

player part should sit 1 cm lower than the lid. 

Check that the lid shuts ok before gluing in 

place.  

13 On the right side, do the same thing with the 

radiogram. This time pack it up so the 

finished radiogram dial face sits about 2mm 

below the lid. Check that the lid closes before 

gluing.  


